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0 ME of your Reverend Fathers, 
in their Return from the Con- 


ference at Edinburgh, made me 


the Compliment of a Viſit; I was 
extremely ſorry to find them ſo 
much difficulted about reading the Act of Par- 


liament, For bringing to Juſtice the Murder | 


ers of Captain John Porteous. 
Their Regard to the King's Perſon: and 
Government, their Veneration for lawful Au- 


thority, their firm Attachment to Church and. 


State, and Abhorrence of Mobs, are Things 
too well known to be called in Queſtion ; 
every one appears more willing than another 
to obey the Law, could they tee its Conſiſt- 


ency with the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
A 2 ſcience, 
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ſcience, and Preſervation of their Rights and 


Privileges : Pity, that ſuch Men, through Ig- 
norance or Miſtake, ſhould any way 0. | 


or incur the threatned Penalties |! 


Finding my {elf not ſufficiently qualified to 

remove their Scruples, I have preſumed to lay 
them before you, hoping from your known 
Abilities, your Clearneſs, as I am inform'd in 


this Matter, and your particular Obligations 
to promote all due Obedience among your 
Br ethren, that von-. take the Trouble te con- 
cur with me in opening their Eyes: Had I 
known their Diffculties ſooner, they would 
have been tranſmitted e're now, but the Re- 
medy will not yet be too late; if its impoſ- 


ſible' to prevent the firſt Offence, they may 


receive Light ere the ſecond; and one ma) 

promiſe on the Goodneſs of a Britiſb Parlia- 
ment; that the unwilling Offender, when be- 
come an obedient Subject, ſhall again be re- 
ftored to Favour: If the firſt Penalty is in- 
flicted, yet by preventing the ſecond, you ſhall 


have the Honour and Satisſaction to five many | 


Families from Ruin. 

I believe tis needleſs to ſay, that Com- 
paſſion to your erring Brethren, obliges me 
to place the Objection in the ſtrongeſt View, 
that nothing may be ommitted for atilying 
their honeſt, tho weak Minds. 

V/, Sir, They i imagine that they are not pro- 


125 Heralds that the Taſk enjoin'd is directly 
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extrinſical to their Profeſſion, and perhaps 
more foreign to them than any other Sett of 
Men whatever (a); that Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are not bond to publiſh Civil Laws, 

that the' Government have proper Officers for 
that Purpoſe, and are not neceſſitate to em- 
ploy Church-Officers, Officers of another and 
diſtinct Juriſdicton; that ſa far as they know, 

neither the Clergy of Scotland nor Eng land 
were ever appointed to promulgate any Acts 


of the Britiſß Parliament, and moſt certainly 
never under a Penalty (3) Hence they que- 


ftion, if they ſhould tamely ſubmit, give up 
with ſuch a Branch of their Liberty, and in- 


troduce 


* — 


(a) To what J objected, that it was a babile Way of 
notifying any Law, they anfwered as towards the End of 
this Letter. 

(6) Your Brethren know, that ſince the Revolution, Mi- 
niſters were appointed to read an Act of the Scots Parlias 
ment for promoting Morality ; but ſuch an AR, ſay they, 
a Miniſter ought and ſhould recommend in all its Particulars, 
even from the Pulpit, and contains nothing but what evidently 
demands his Approbation; and indeed this Act we were ap- 
pointed to read, not folely to notify the ſame, but that it might 
be backd with our warmeſt Exhortations; and we ' be- 
leve none of our Clergy will be very fond to ſay, that the 


Parliament, in enjoining us, and not their own Officers, to pub- 


liſh the preſent Law, thereby intended, that it ſhould carry 
alongſt with it our Recommendation in all its Branches, or 
that we ſhould read it with ſuch a View: Beſides, the Scots 
Parliament annex ' d no Penalties to the Clergy's Neglect; 
Foy ſee "tis quite otherwiſe in the preſent Caſe, 
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troduce a Precedent, for changing the Pulpit 
into a Market-Croſs or Theatre for a common 
Crier.— © But goes not this ſavour Pride? 
* Are ye to ſtand on Points of Honour, with, 
« a Parliament? N are Subjects and;ougbt to 
e obey”: Here they fancy their Liberty re- 
ſtricted, not ſo much as particular Subjects or 
Individuals, but as a Society, and conſequent» 
ly the more to be dreaded ; the Appointment,, 
ſay they, reſpects all and eyery one of us, 
claims a Share of the Time ſet apart for the 


proper Duties of our Function, and is guard- 
ed with Sanctions, one of them at leaſt pe- 


culiarly connected with our Tranſgreſſion as 
Church- men, as an aſſociated Body, contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from the Common-wealth, 
2dly, Tho' they are far from thinking, that 
the publiſhing an Act of Parliament, does na- 
turally infer an Approbation, and ſee evident- 
ly, that no Government can ſubſiſt, but on the 


contrary Suppoſition ; and that tis neceſſary 


the Herald ſhould make known what's enac- 
ted, without examining whether tis reaſo- 
nable or not: Vet they can't help believing, 
that when any Paper is put into the Hands 
of one, who is not bound by his proper Of- 
fice to notify the ſame, that tis his Duty to 
look into the Contents, and be ſatisfied in his 
own Mind, that at leaſt it carries in it no- 
thing wrong or any Way injurious to Man- 


kind 


1 a * 


are ſatisfied in our Minds, is right, valuable, 


t 
kind (a). Such an Enquiry, and ſuch a Con- 
viction they reckon neceſſary, and that no- 
thing ſhort of it, can juſtify going out of their 
own Sphere, and undertake ſueh a new Of- 
fice: That they, the Miniſters of CHRIST, 
ſhould, above all Men, be careful what they 
ſpeak as from themſelves, or publiſh as the 
Sentiments of another, eſpecially from the 
Pulpit, whence nothing ſhould proceed, but 


what is good and edifying, and every Way 
conſiſtent with the Laws and Character of the 
KINO Eternal, whoſe Servants, in a ow 


Manner, they are: If required to publiſh any 
Thing on a Sunday, and that in Time of Di- 
vine Service, as the Act commands, the Argu- 
ment, aid one, becomes of greater Force, and we 
can't be too careful in enquiring, or too much 


on our Guard, not to read any Thing at ſuch 


a Time, and from ſuch a Place, but what we 
and 


— *. 1 n. ; 4 * 


(a ) This Obſervation, That Minifters are not the proper 
Officers for publiſtiing civil Acts, cuts off, in your Brethrens 
Apprehenſion, any Argument taken from their being obliged 


* to. publiſh the Orders of their reſpective Presbyteries, Synods 
and Aſſemblies; for fuch Judicatories are their proper and 


immediate Superiors in all Church Affairs: Beſides, an En- 
quiry into Acts of Aſſembly is not denied them: And they 
imagine; that tis ſufficient Obedience, according to Presbyte- 
rian Principles, not to oppoſe, tho' they do not execute what 
the Judicatories enjoid, when they declare they have any 
Scruple at having an aRtive Hand in fulfilling their Orders, 


ſent Appointment, ſuppoſing him ſo wea 


[$8] 
and uſeful.— Is not this the Enthufuftical 
e Jhim of you Scots Clergymen,a Notion peculi- 
60 ar to your over-ſcruplousConſei ences:-Reply'h 


your Brethren, the ſame Enthuſiaſm poſſeſſed 


the Minds of ten thouſand Clergymen in the 
1688, the Minds indeed of the whole Clergy. 
of England, two. hundred only excepted ; we 
don't ſpeak of their peculiar Reaſons for re- 
fuſing to read the Declaration, nor pretend 
that our Caſe is, in all Reſpects, equally ſtrait- 
ning with theirs: The Declaration was foun- | 
ded on the Claim of a. diſpenſing Power, aſ- 


rity of both King and Parliament; what we 
obſerve is the general Principle they laid down. 
It ſeemed neceſſary to them to fix this as a 
Rule, That they ought to publiſh nothing in 


cc —_ of Divine Service, hut that which. | 


e they approv'd of (a 905 if they thus reſolvd 
who acknowledge the King as Head of the 


Church, and ſubſcribe 4 Rubrick, which 


directs them to read what the K ing, or their 


Ordinary enjoins them ;---if this Rule was to 


them juſt and right, and it ſeems to have bad 
the Teſtimony of almoſt the whole Nation, 
can a Miniſter of this Church obey ths pre” 

as 
not to approve of the whole Act! They pro- 


30% 


ceeded, 


* 


(a) See Burnet's Hiſtory, Vol. 1. Fol. Ed. Page 737. 


ſumed by the King; this Act hath the Autho- 


reer 


might notify an unequ 


ving it myſelf, yet, | 
pliance ſhould be refuſed: The Law of Gon, 
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dly, Sup Wau the foregoing Obſervations 
bo Mae: no eight, and that we were ſatisfi- 


23 for once, to commence Heralds, and in- 
ſtead 5 any nice hr 5 deſirous to pub- 
bliſh the Act as directed, ſtill there remains 


Diftficulty: They alledge, I don't know how 


juſtly, that if the Heralds of the Law, tho 


not bound to examine its Contents,” ſhould KC 


in any particular Inſtance, apprehend ſome- 
thing harſh, ſevere, or unequal, that even 


they, rather than publiſh ſuch a Law, ought 
to reſign their Office, and commit them- 
ſelves to the Mercy of the Legiſlature ;---This, 


added one of them, ſeems pretty plain, tho it 


ſhould be granted, that ſimple Reading in no. 


Caſe infers any Approbation, becauſe, ſuppoſe I 
Law, without: appro- 
other Reaſons, fuck Com- 


the Eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs, commands 


to abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, conſe- 


queptly forbids out being ſo muchas theMouth, 
mere Medium of « communicating the Know- 
ledge of Wrong: Compaſſion to our Fellow- 
creatures, Love to Mankind, and every Thing 
in Chriftianity, enjoins Silence. Not /o faſt, 
* Reverend Sir, you're too good a Subject ſure, 
o intend any cloſe Application of this Rule,” 
-----Nothing is further removed from my 
Thoughts; I'm the laſt Man will affert, that 
our wile and gracious Rulers have enacted a 


B | Thing 


| Thing wrong and unequal ; but it can ive 


Oe — —— —— -— 2 
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no Offence tor fuppoſe them Mer, 7. e. fallible, 
and as tis impoſſible to fee with the Eyes of. a- 


nother, this Act, or rather its Penalties, does 


not appear to me juſt what I could wiſh ; cer- 


tain Doubts, ſome how or other, cloud the 
Underſtanding, and perplex the Mind : Yet, 
while in this State of Suſpence, we can't, ac- 


cording to the Apoſtle's Rule (a), yield a 
cheartul Obedience, 


The Murder of Captain Porteous they ab- 


hor, ſearching out, and puniſhing the Actors, 
they think moſt reaſonable; they are not fo 


arrogant, as to preſcribe what Methods a Go- 
vernment may take for their Security, or how 


far they muſt go for the common Safety and 


Well. 


But, Sir, this Country having felt the fatal 


Conſequences of intercommuning Acts, in the 


late unhappy Times, every Thing bearing, 


the remoteſt Reſemblance, looks to them with 
a formidable Aſpect: A Law which diſcharges 
all Humanity, by which not only the Father 


' muſt ſhut the Bowels of Compaſſion upon the 


unhappy Son, but the tender hearted Son contri- 
| bute 


2» — 
—_ 


(a) Rom. xiv. ver. 22 and 23. Happy is be that: con- 


demnetb not bimſelf in that Tbixg which be alloweth. He 
that deubteth is damned if be eat, becauſe he eaten not 
of Faith ; for whatſoever ig not of Faith is Sin, 


e — — 
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bute all in his Power to the Ruin of his aged 


Ve 

e; helpleſs Parent; this, Sir, they think, com- 
* mands ſomething harſh and ſevere.—The Law 
es Of England knows no ſuch Thing, and ſince the 
r- Union, this Part of the Iſland, by the Good- 
ie neſs of a Britiſb Parliament, is a er e- 
t, ven to any ſpecial Act of chat Nature. Now, 
- | fay they, our Situation is ſomewhat altered, 
a ue ſeem under a peculiar Hardſhip ; one on 


the other Side the Tweed may without Dan- 
ger entertain the Guilty; but on this Side, 
Death and Confiſcation of Goods are the 
Puniſhment (2). But does not inter commun- 
ing Acts fland athorized by the Law of God 
« (b), by which the Father was bound to de- 
« late the Son, the Huſband the Wife, &c. in 
e caſe they ſecretly inticed to Idolatr 5 ” This 
Law, ſaid an able Divine, was inſtituted by 
the ſupreme Governor of Heaven and Earth, 
B 2 who 


— — 


(a) This intercommuning Act, ſaid your Brethren, being 
confined to Scotland, may indeed be conlidered as a Favour 
to the Guilty, but does not obviate what is alledged concern- 
ing the peculiar Hardſhip on the Innocent in Scotland, while 
England | is tree; and tho' this be the Place of Action, yet as 
the Act is deſigned for diſcovering the Murderers, there ſeems 
at leaſt, equal Reaſon to extend the Intercommuning over all 
England, ſince tis more than probable they'll lurk there 
rather than in their own Country. If there are any Inſtances, 
where intercommuning Acts are reftricted wich as little Rep 
ſon, this we think equally ſevere. 

(6) Deut, xili, 
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who * the abſolute Diſp oſal of bis Crea- 
tures, inſtituted for L letving of the Jewiſh 
Nation, and of the whole Church of Gop, 
which End can well juſtify great Severities; 
but even by that Law, I don't find that the 
Son was obliged to inform againſt the Father, 
or the Wife againſt the Husband : However, 
*tis left to your better Judgment, whether any 
Power on Earth can be warranted from this 
Law againſt Idolatry, to cut off the natural 
Obligations of a Father to a Son, or a Son to 
a Father, Sure I am no Prince or Nation 
bath or can have the ſame Reaſon for en- 
acting ſuch a Law. The preſerving the Few- 


' 14 Church was connected with a Scheme of 


Things, by no Means confined to this World, 
but extending to all the Ages of the eternal 
State. To proceed, 

The Clauſe relating to the Reward for In- 


formers, who may notwithſtanding be Wit- 


neſſes, likewiſe | gives your Bretheren Pain ; 
they are afraid that ſome Perſons in low Life, 
may be tempted to perjure themſelves, and 
cut off the Innocerit. T'wo Rogues, nay two 
Ringleaders of the Mob, faid they, have it in 
their Power legally to convict the moſt va- 
luable and guiltleſs Member of Society, while 
they obtain a Pardon to themſelves, with two 
hundred Pound each as a Reward ; and if any 
true Friend to the Government is induſtrious, 
to diſcover theſe Wicked Projectors of the dar- 
| r 5 ing 


/.yL— iis SARS 
4 ng Attempt; he thereby becomes the Butt of 
their Malice, and his Life is in the greater 
Danger. Have ae not frequent Inſtances, 
« even in Scotland, where the ſocii ctiminis 
* are indemmified themſelves, and yet admitted 
KExvidences. It muſt be obſerved, That 
ere ſuch Perſons are allowed to witneſs, they 
have got their Pardon, and fo are under no 
Temptation to ſwear falſly; they have nothing 
further to expect, no Premium to blind their 
Eye. Is not the Perſon robbed in England 
« both Informer and Witneſs?” Their grand 
Jury is a Security we want in Scotland; Are 
not the Diſcoverers of noted Highway-men 
frequently entitled to a Reward, and yet al- 
« lowed to Witneſs?” This is not denied; 
but ſuppoſing this Caſe equal, or that a pa- 
rallel Inſtance may be brought, where the in- 
demnified Perſon 1s Informer and Witneſs, 
and receives a Reward ; this does not fully 
\'f fatisfy, for theſe and all other equal Caſes are 
liable to equal Objections. Your Brethren 
were far from reflecting on the Wiſdom of the 
Nation, theſe Things they mention'd only as 
poſſible Conſequences, and indeed they are no 
more than poſlible ; for my own Part, I'm 
under no fuch dreadful Apprehenſions. Seve- - 
ral other Things paſt in Converſation relating 
to the Matter of the Act ; even the Words 
Lo2ds Spiritual gave a good old Man no 
imall Diſturbance ; he did not love to pro- * 
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nouce them in a Presbyterian Pulpit, without 
ſome Obſervations: But paſſing theſe, 

One of them thought it more material to 
conſider the Time appointed for reading the 
Act, The firſt Sunday or Lord's Day in every 
"= Month for one whole Year, on ſuch Sunday 
* or LORD's Day in the Morning, imme- 
diately before the Sermon. He obſerv'd, that 
however our Clerks or Precentors ſometimes 
intimate, Sermon will begin at ſuch a Time, 
when they mean publick Worſhip; that yet 
this is by no Means the Intention of this Act, 
never did a Scots Parliament conform them- 
ſelves to this Method of Speech, far leſs are 
we to ſuppoſe a Britiſb Parliament have fol- 
lowed ſuch an Impropriety ; tis their conſtant 
Stile, as we are informed, © Enact this or the 
« other 7 hing, to be intimate before or after 
Divine Service, or publick Worſhip.” Here 
the Injunction runs before the Sermon, with ; 
a peculiar Emphaſis ; and leaſt even this Ex- 
preſſion might admit of any Evaſion, tis ad- 
ded immediately before the Sermon, a Phraſe 
new, unprecedented, and evidently calculated 
for the Purpoſe in Hand. If we imagine the 
Parliament knew no Diſtinction betwixt our 
Lecture and Sermon, {till the Command re- 
quires, that the Act ſhould at leaſt be read im- 
mediately after the firſt Prayer before the Le- 
cture; this ſeems the more plain from the con- 


ant Practice in England, firſt their = 
eit 
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their Worſhip, is performed, then they read 
what is appointed, and Sermon immediately be- 

zins. What paſt'm open Parliament removes 
the Matter beyond Queftion ; an Honourable 
and learned Countryman of ours, whoſe Name 
will ever be dear to all good Men, urged, 
that this Act might be read, as uſual in Scot- 
land, after Divine Service. The Propoſal 
was rejected, leaſt the _— ſhould get aut 
of Church, and fruſtrate the deſign'd Publi- 
cation; therefore a Time was pitch'd on, 
which of all others bid faireſt for laying them 
under a Neceſſity of hearing the Law. But 
will reading it before Worſhip begin, ſerve 
this Purpoſe? By no Means; this is yet 
worſe than the above rejected Propoſal. A 
Clergyman of a voluble Tongue might run it 
over after Divine Service, ere one Half at 
leaſt of ſome Congregations can diſmiſs; but 
if the Bell no ſooner has begun, or has ſcarce 
done ringing when the Miniſter begins to 
read ; if 'tis read only at the uſual Time of 
Meeting, - the Intention of the Legiſlature is 
indeed thereby fruſtrate, the People, by ſtay- 
ing out of Church a few Minutes longer, may 
' fave themſelves the Trouble of hearing, and 
the Preacher of proclaiming the Law ; whe- 
ther therefore, continued he, we conſider the 
Act itſelf, or its various Circumſtances, ſtill it 
appears, that we are commanded to publiſh 
it in Time of Divine Service ; and we-are ngt 

quite 
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quite ſure, if its Contents are luchy as will 
- diſpoſe the Mind for heating the Truths of 
Go», or inſpire the piqus: Profiverian with 
true Devotion; The mixing, the joining hu- 
man Appointments, added a rigid old hig, 
with Divine Ordinances, in the Time ſet. a- 
part for ſacred and: ſolemn Adminiſtrations, 
muſt, it cannot fail to=— Here he was ſeized 
with a Frenzy; on this ſole Point, ſaid he, 
will I venture all, and ſtate my Sufferings ( a). 
Here a Brother, a Man of the greateſt Mo- 
deration, and the fartheſt removed from ſu- 
perſtitious Niceties, interrupted him, and Gid, 
Perhaps ſuch a F oundation will not bear you 
out. But there is ſomewhat of greater Con- 
ſequence has not yet been noticed, _ | 
'Tis enacted, That in caſe Miniſters ſeal 
neglect to read this AF, as lis hereby dire- 
Hed, they ſhall for the firſt Offence be declared 
incapable of fitting or voting in any Church- 
judicatory, and for the brand Offence, be de- 
clared incapable of taking, holding, or enjoying 
any Ecclefiaſtical Benefice in that Part of 
Great Britain called Scotland. 

A great many good and wiſe Men, faid 
he, think, and . not without Ground, 
chat 


* 


i 


(a) Some of them ſuggeſted, that other Intimations are 
Frequently made before the Bleſſing (a folemn Act of Wor- 
ſhip) is pronounced. He replied, this Practice is equally 
wrong, if the Intimationis of a ſimilar Nature, 


FO 
that this belt Penalty is purely Ecclefiaftical 
' which can ;F be juſtly threaten'd or inflicted 
by the Civil Magiftrate, but belongs to the 
Ecclefialt ical Jurildition (a). But as I am 
willing always to view Things in the beſt 
Light, eſpecially the Commands of my law- 
ful Superiors, ſhall at preſent ſuppoſe, that 
no more is meant, than the depriving the 
non-complying Clergy, of fitting . or wes 
in the Judicatories of the Church of Scot lan 
as by Law eſtabliſhed; and that ſuppoſing the 
Cenſure paſt, they might ſtill, as the Diſſen- 
ters in England, Ar. together, licenſe, or- 
dain, and exerciſe the other Parts of the mi- 
niſterial Function, and that nothing more is 
chreaten'd, but that their Deeds ſhall not 
have a legal Influence. This is ſoftening the 
Matter as much às poſſible, and making e- 

very Allowance which can be be demanded; 
yet after all, continued he, it may be a Que- 
| tion, how far this i is confiſtent with what is 
expreſly declared a fundamental and eſſential 
Cc Con- 


—_ 
—— 
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(a) Your Brother told me, that he was ſurprized to hear 
ane aſſert, that the firſt Penalty could not be an Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſure, becauſe the ſecond was not. Strange Inference 1 ay 
to the Caſe in Hand, ſuppoſe a Minifter offends for the firſt 
Time, if he prevents the ſecond Offence, . by reading this 
AR, he is then ſtill a Member of the legal eſtabliſhed Church, 
and yet incapacite from fitting or voting in fo much as a Kirk 
ſeſſion belonging to that Eſtabliſhment. Is got this an Ec- 
cicſiaſtical Cenſure with a Witneſs ? 
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Condition of the Union, viz. That the Wor- 
ſhip, Diſcipline and Government of this Church, 
its Diſcipline and Government by Kirk-ſeſſions, 

Presbyteries, Provincial Synods and General 
Aſſemblies, ſhould remain and continue unalte- 
rable to the People of this Land in all ſucceed. 
ing Generations.---It always has been, is now, 

and was then an eſſential and unalterable 
Part of our Conſtitution, that Miniſters are 
to be admitted Members of Presbyteries, Sy- 
nods, Sc. only by a Deed of the Clergy, and 
ſhall enjoy the whole Privileges belonging to 
Members of ſuch Judicatories, until excluded 
by a Sentence of their Brechren. When 
therefore the Treaty of Union, by which a- 
lone it is that there is a Britiſh Parliament, 
ratifies our Confeſſion of Faith, and provides, 
that the ſaid Preſbyterian Government ſhall be 
the only Government of the Church within 
the Kingdom of Scotland.--- The Legiſlature 
ſuppoſing them antecedently poſſeſt of a 
Right to turn out or put in Members of any 
legal eſtabliſhed Church, ſeems hereby to give 
up with that Right, and inveſts the Clergy 
f - Scotland ſolely with this Power, and di- 
rectly ſtipulates, That whatever was done in 
one or two Inſtances by the Civil Magiſtrate, 
before the Union, contrary to theſe Preſby- 
terian Piinciples, againſt which the Church 
always remonſtrated, provides, that this ſhould 
not r in all Time coming. Strange 


Fancy! 
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Fancy] How can ye imagine that the King 
e and Parhament ſhould engage their Prote- 
© Fion and Countenance to any Society of Men, 
&« when not in their Power to exclude ſo much 
*© as one Member, however rebellious!” — In 
caſe of their Diſobedience to the Law of the 
Land, they may, and ought to be puniſhed 
in the ſame Manner with other Subjects: For 
Inſtance, Should a Clergyman commit Mur- 
der, how incompetent would it be for the 
Magiſtrate to enact, that becauſe of this 
Offence, he ſhall be declared 7ncapable of jit- 
ting aud voting in any Church-judicatory.--- 
Still the Government have nothing to fear, by 
inflicting that civil Puniſhment the Law re- 
quires, He is indeed effectually and for ever 
removed from the Church-qudicatories. 

Hut what tho the Parliament ſhould turn 


cut and put in the Miniſters of the eftabhſh'd 
„ Church, ſtill we might enjoy Preſbyteries, Sy- 


«© nods an Aſemblies. Put the Caſe that the 


Parliament enact, That the Sett of the City of 


Edinburgh ſhall continue unalterable, tkrough- 


' out all ſucceeding Generations, and yet next 


Year, inſtead of allowing the Election to pro- 


ceed as uſual, they themſelves ſhould, at the 


firſt Inſtance, nominate and elect the whole 
Magiſtrates ; Would this be a Pulfilment of 
the pledged publick Faith ?----If 1t was not 
{tipulate by the Uuion, that Preſbytery ſhould 
remain in its then Frame and Contexture, no- 
2 2 thing 
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thing was ſtipulate at all; we were ſecured in 
a mere Name, but no Reality,” and might 
have Epiſcopacy under the Name of Preſby- 
rery,. RE; | 
7 What is all this to the Purpoſe ? Why do 
& Penalties come into the Queſtion? You muſt 
c diſtinguiſh betwixt the ſtatutory and manda- 
tory Part of a Law. Are you not bound to 
obey the Law, if not obviouſly finful, what= 
ever be the Sanction? Had the Parliament 
enjoyn'd your Obſervance of the LORD's 
«© Day, to keep it holy under the like Cenſure, 
& would it not have been plain Duty to obey? 
Concerning this Reaſoning your Brother ob- 
ſerved, That it proceeded on a falſe Suppoſiti- 
on, vig. that Penalties or Sanctions are not Part 
of a Law; and if the mandatory Part be right, 
all is right; Whereas nothing is more obvious, 
and even demonſtrable, than that the Error of 
many Laws hes directly in connecting unjuſt 
Puniſhments with Diſobedience. If, for the 
bettei Policy of the City of Edinburgh, it were 
enacted, That the Water-bearers ſhould at- 
tend the Wells in a given Order; but in caſe ' 
of the leaſt Failure, that is, if the ſixth in 
Order ſtept into the Place of the fifth, it 
ſhould be lawful for this fifth to take away 
the Life of the ſixth with Ifipunity the 
mandatory Part is good, yet ſcarce can we 
conceive a Law more ſevere, more unjuſt, and 
contrary to Right. . If by this plain Example 
«47 SING | IS. „„ „ 
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it appears, that Laws may, become unjuſt 
from the Sanction as well as the Command, 
then the Publication in either Caſe muſt be 
equally eriminal. 1 

I confeſs I can't fee how one may be guilty 
by publiſhing a Law unreaſonable in its Mat- 
ter, and yet quite blameleſs when he publiſhes 
a Law, become unreaſonable by its Sanctions, 
Can he without a Fault proclaim to theWorld, 
even that Part of it, which links the Tranſs 
greſſion, and undue Puniſhment together? In 
both Inſtances I am the Mean, the Inſti ument 
of diffuſing the Knowledge of what is wrong 
and injurious to Mankind (3); in the firſt, by 
directly declaring they e enjoyned to do what 
ought not to be done ;---In the ſecond, I pro- 
claim the Error of the Law, and bear a Part 
in bringing an unjuſt Puniſhment on the 
Trangreſſor.— Here he hoped he would not 
be miſtaken, no Application in the Caſe in 
Hand, ſaid he, is further intended, nothing 
A PS 6 more 
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(a) One when writing concerning the Declaration in the 
1688 ſays, Suppoſe 1 do not cenfent to what I read, yet 1. 
conſent to reach (to inform my People of ) what I read, and 
herein is the Evil; tor it may be it were ao Fault to conſent 
to the Declaration : But if I conſent to teach my People what 
I do nut conſent to myſeif, I'm ſure that is a great one: and 
he who can diſtinguiſh between conſenting to read the De- 
Claration. and conſenting to teach, i. e. fo inform the People 


by the Declaration, has a very ſubtile diſtinguiſuing Conſci - 
—_ | | 
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more meant, than to ſhow, that your general 
Principle concerning Penalties and their Con- 
ſequences, are altogether a Miſtake ;To return, 
you Inſtance, that had the Parliament enjoin- 
ed our Obſervation of the LORD's Day under 
the like Cenſure, would it not have been rea- 
ſonable to obey2--Y ou'll pleaſe notice with Re- 

to this, and every other Example of a 
like Nature, that they are by no Means pa- 
rallel to the preſent Caſe. They are Duties 
to which we are antecedently and indiſpenſi- 


bly bound; and becauſe of this antecedent ' 


Obligation, ought to obſerve them with the 
greateſt Care, tho' not enjoined by the Par- 
liament; but whoever reads this Act, does it 
ſolely in Obedience to the preſent Law.--Nei- 
ther our Characters as Miniſters or Subjects, 
gives Riſe to any Antecedent, to any other 
Obligation.---Beſides, in ſuch Inſtances as you 
mention, we have nothing at all-do with the 
Penalty: Here. it muſt be read; we muſt pub- 
Iſh theſe very Words of the Law, which 
cloſely join the ſtatytory and penal Part 
together; and does not he who obeys, who 

romulgates any Law and its Sanctions, there- 
y acknowledge the Power of the Legiſlature 
ſo to ena, under ſuch Sanctions, that is, in 
the preſent Caſe, acknowledges the Power of 
the Parliament to threaten, and actualy in- 
capacitate the Miniſters of this Church - 
| fy P44 | 1 a 


{ 23] 
to ſit or vote in any of our Judicatories (a)? 
which ſeems to me, (tis very poſſible I'm quite 
miſtaken,) too greata Cyncefiion, in regard the 
Treaty of Union exprelly declares and ſtatutes, 
that none of the Subjects of this Kingdom ſhall 
be liable to, but all and every one of them 
forever free of any Oath, Teſt or Subſcription 
within this Kingdom, contrary to, or incon- 
ſiſtent with the true Proteſtant Religion, and 
Presbyterian Church-Government, Worſhip 
and Diſcipline : This Brother added, That 
perhaps much the ſame Reaſoning might be 
applied to the ſecond Penalty mentioned in 
the Act before us; we hold even our Bene- 
fice as independent of the Publication of civil 
Acts as any Gentleman his paternal Eſtate ; 
the Law is his only Security, and the Treaty 
of Union no leſs ours. This Treaty, not to 
mention other Laws, ſeems to ſecure our Liy- 
ings, ſolong as we continue Presbyterians,per- 
form the Duties of our Function, and remain 
undepriv'd by the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction; ; 
if we offend as Subjects, let us ſuffer as ſuch. 
From the whole of this Argument, 
4 .Vy Reverend Father thought the well 
known 


_ — 4 


(a) Since reading of the Act carries ſuch an Acknowledg- 
ment, ſhould the Parliament repeal the Patronage- act, and 
appoint their AR for that Purpoſe to be read by the Clergy, 
under the above mentioned Penalties, this Brother would 
even then find much the ſame Difficulties, 
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| known Maxim, That: the twful Commanils of 
Iawful Superiors ought to be obeyed, could not 
obviate every Difficulty in the preſent cireum- 
ſtantiate Caſe. One of the Company endea- 
vouring to divert the Subject, made me think 
1 high Time to repreſent what Nu Irmro 
might attend their Diſobedience. _ 

Gentlemen, The People of England are 
« ſome how impreſ 'd, I cannot fee on what 
* Ground, that the Lany i in Scotland are of 
« 4 factious rebellious Spirit, and that the 
1 Clergy have the fame unhappy Byaſs; 
* ſhould you neglect to read this Act, it may 
40 ſtrengthen the Apprehenfion, and confirm 
& their Prejudice.“ 

This, Sir, ſaid they, we beer 5230 once 
and again, not without the greateſt Surprize.; 
and it would give no ſmall Uneaſineſs, could 
we believe the Reality of ſuch a Report ; but 
whence ſhould they form ſuch a Notion ?--- | 
Is there any Sett of Men in all his Majeſty's 
Dominions have given ſtronger and more 
convincing Proofs of their Loyalty and Af- 
fection to his Perſon and Government. Proofs 
which have not indeed conſiſted in Words. 
In the Face of Danger our firm Attachment 
appeai d, Te ſeaſonableWarning emitted in a 
moſt critical hazardous Time to be ſure is not 
forgot. Our Conduct in the Year 1715 is 
well known; - when the ſmalleſt Seeds of 
3 2 in one or two of our 

Brethren 
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Brethren with timely Care, by us it wasſupreſs " ; 
how ſoon were the noxious. Members cut off? 
What will we not do in a Conſiſtency with 
our Principles to ſupport the Hannoverian 
Succeſſion ?--- Who amongſt us is not willing 

to riſque his All in ſo good a Cauſe? Is it poſ- 
{ible the Parliament can ſuſpect the beſt of 
Subjects and their firmeſt Friends? Shall 
Words thrown out at Random o'erballance 
ſuch undoubted Teſts of Loyalty ?--- Shall a 
bare Aſſertion give Birth to the Supperſtition 
of a whole Country, and change one Halfof its 
Gorey into Springs of Sedition and Enthufi-. 
aſm ?--- No ſure ; but if it made any ſmall 
Impreſſion, the Gentleman has had the Equi- 
ty and Juſtice to remove it; he meant but 


four Brethren, and perhaps a few of their 


Followers; this he is pleaſed to declare, if 
any Thing more is neceſlary, may'nt we pub- 
liſh to the World our Deteſtation of Mobs 
and Sentiments concerning Captain Porteous's 
Murder, the Danger will then over, and 
What have we more to fear. Fear! 
« Gentlemen, remember that if you don' t 
ad, you at once throw up your whole 
” ee, and ly at the Mercy of the 
Legiſtature.“ | 
And where can we ly with much * 
fety? Where can we find any greater earthly 
Security, than the Mercy and Goodneſs of 
our gractous King and Parliament? Tis true 
D we 
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we are Offenders, but not wilful and obſti- 
nate; -Offenders not in Contempt of the 
Law, —not from want of Zeal to the preſent 
Adminiſtration,---we offend thro' Miſtake,. 
we are ſorry we can't obey, — not the greateſt 
Hardſhip,--- nothing but the Dictates, poſſibly 
indeed of an erring Mind, could ſuſpend our 
Obedience,--- for no other Reaſon whatever 
would we refuſe to comply. Can the Pity 

and Compaſſion of the Legiſlature find more 
proper Objects.-—The Parliament, we are per- 
ſwaded, without Deſign, have iſſued forth a 
Command under Penalties, which ſeem to us 
an Infringement of certain Privileges unalter- 
ably ſecured by the Union; we are Truſtees, 
we are Guardians of theſe Privileges; we are 
afraid of tranſmitting to ſucceeding Ages, a 
maim'd and broken Conſtitution. Is this our 

Offence? Are theſe the Cauſes ? Are we wil 
ling to give every other Proof of our Loyalty, 
our | Readineſs. to obey in all Things compe- 
tent to our Character, and may'nt we hope to 
obtain Forgiveneſs. * What if you were all 
* convicted, and the Threatnings take Place 
* ere the Parliament meet.” His Majeſty's 
Advocate has too much Lenity and Meekneſs, 
and too great a Regard to the Miniſters of this 
Church, to carry on ſuch Proſecutions with- 
out expreſs Orders; and are there not difte- 
reat Methods to obtain his Majeſty's F ay" 
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that no Proſecution may go on.--- Many Mi- 


nifters of this Church experienc'd the Cle- 
mency of his Royal Father of immortal Me- 
mory, in overlooking Tranſgreſſions of a more 
ſuſpicious Nature, He our preſent King, 
whom Gop long preſerve for a laſting Bleſ- 
ſing, continues the ſame Goodneſs, and ſhall 
we call a Matter of equal Favour in Queſti- 
on ?--- But ſuppoſe in all this, we only amuſe 
ourſelves with vain Hopes, and that the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Nation ſhall ſee meet to put the 
Law in Execution. This Apprehenſion can 
never, it ought not to determine any Man 
contrary, to the Dictates of his own Mind; 
Conſequences muſt not move him, let Heaven 
take Care of Events, when Conſcience forbids, 
no probable, no poſſible Futurities ſhould ex- 
cite to Action. In this we hope to ſhow our 
Rulers, that ſeeing we could not chearfully 
obey, we ſhall chearfully ſuffer ; but if we 
muſt ſpeak of Events for once; if Matters are 


carried to the utmoſt, it may be a Queſtion 


how even thoſe that obey the Appointment 
ſhall preſerve our Conſtitution. Suppoſing the 
Non-complying Clergy convicted, will not 
ſome of them ſtill think they are obliged to 
attend their reſpective Preſbyteries, &c. either 
then their Brethren muſt turn them out of 
Doors, or by allowing ſuch to vote, become 


themſelves Tranſgreſsors, and fo in their 
| Turn 
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Turn muſt ly at the Mercy of the Legiſla- 
ture (a). 

My good Friends, let me plead with you 
* once more; Have you no . Compaſſion to 
* the poor People under your Charge? The 
« Act of Parliament, as you yourſelves ob- 
« ſerv'd, forbids all and every Perſon in 
« Scotland to Conceal, Aid, &c. any that ſhall 
< be fugitate under the Pain of Death, Ge. 
«© What if ſome of them may be entertain'd 
* thro' Ignorance, and the Puniſhment in- 
6e flicted on ſeverals in your reſpective Pa- 
5 riſhes? How will you anſwer for your 
Conduct? Are you no way chargeable with 
& theit Death?” 

We humbly apprehend no ſuch fatal Con- 
ſequence can attend our Silence jn the Pulpit, 
Amongſt all the numerous Acts of the Britiſb 
Parliament,---Acs relating to every Individu- 
al, — Acts threatning the ſevereſt Puniſhments, 
the Legiſlature has never hitherto thought it a 
habile Way, or neceſſary, that any of them 
ſhould be intimate from our Pulpits, judging 
the #ſual Methods of Publication ſufficient to 
cut off all Plea of Ignorance ; even jn this 'tis 
luppaſed the Law will be known without our 


Pub- 


es Math » * — 
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(a) Tho' there's no particular Penalty, ſaid your Brethren, 
annexed to this Offence, yet being Tranſgreſſors, no doubt 
1 0 0 at ne ator; tas of the e Legiſlature, 


. 
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Publication: Hence the Appointment runs not 
that it may be notified, but that it may be 
the better notified Whatever might be the 
the Reaſon of this particular Method of Pu- 
blication, tis proper to obſerve, That this Act 
has already made ſuch Noiſe, that ſcarce any 


onePerſon is ignorant of its Contents (a); and 


we believe' tis obvious to all, that one Miniſter's 
neglecting the Appointment will, as Things 
now ſtand, occaſion fuch an Enquiry, as 
muſt infallibly make it more known than he 
reading of an hundred: Beſides, the People 
are not yet in Danger, near 4 Torlremountli 
muſt firſt paſs, and e're that Time the Par- 
- lament are to meet, who, in their Wiſdom, 


can, by many different Ways, ſupply the De- 


fect; what if they ſhall appoint this Act to 


be read at our Church- doors, on diſmiſſing 
the Congregation, and from the Market- 
croſſes, and affixed to every publick Place, 
together with the Names of the Fugitate; 
this, we ſpeak, with all due Submiſſion, mig 


mor f 


(a) By this Obſervation, and the whole of this Farograghs 
your Brethren did not mean, that tis left to the Clergy to judge 
whether the Act is ſufficiently publiſhed, and accordingly to 
obey or not obey the Appointment ; ſuch Reaſoning they atter- 
wards condemn : And to be ſure, ſhould any Miniſter, tho 
certain that his whole Pariſh knew every Word of this Act, 
neglect to read the ſame, he's a direct Tranſgreſſor of the 
Law. We deſign nothing more, ſaid they, than to remove 
your Argument taken from Compaſſion, and to ſhew, that 
our People can never err through Ignorance, 
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- 2:0 effectually deprive the Criminals of all 

Succour and Relief, and the better ſhow each 
one his Danger who entertain them; for tis 
certain many don't attend our Churches. 
„One Word, Gentlemen, and I ſhall give 
you no further Trouble, I hope ſuch No- 
* tions are peculiar to yourſelves, and that 
« few or none of your Brethren will ſeruple 
5 to obey an Act of Parliament.” 

We ſpeak indeed only for ourſelves; but 
all with whom we converſe, or, fo far as our 
Information goes, every one ſeems preſs d with 
much the ſame Difficulties. We know none, 
we have heard of none, that can chearfully 
comply with the Appointment in every Re- 
ſpect. Is not this, Sir, to become the 
fame with us---The Legiſlature i is not to be o- 
beyed by Halves ?--—The Parliament requires 
not only that this Act, i. e. ſurely the whole, 
every Part and Paricular ſhall be read, but that 
it ſhall be read as hereby directed; not 
the ſmalleſt Circumſtance of Time and Place 
can be omitted or changed, without a direct 
Violation of the Law. He who offends in 
one Point, in the ſmalleſt Iota, is guilty of 
all ; he equally contemns the Authority en- 
joining it: —It is not ours, tis too much Pre- 
ſumption to omit this, or the other Part of the 
Act, if one may pretend there's no Need, 
| when obeying, to read the Penalty in caſe of 

* Another may ſay, my People 


know 
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know their Penalty, if they hall harbour the 


Fugitate, why need I ſpend Time in reading 
this Part,-—-A third knows that mentioning 
both Houſes of Parliament, expreſſes the 
whole Authority. and ſo ſees no Need to pro- 
nounce Loꝛds Spi ritual. Thus every one 
may find out a different Reaſon againſt read- 
ing different Parts of the Act, until the 
whole is mutilated, and taken away Piece- 
meal, or perhaps a quite oppoſite ſubſtitute 
in its Place.---Are we thus to aſſign the Rea- 
ſon and Intention of the Parliament, in ap- 


pointing this or the other Clauſe to be read, 
and we, tho but Heralds, arrogantly to deter- 


mine when that Reaſon ceaſes, when the 
Law here is altogether filent ? This, we're a- 
fraid, is to redicule Majeſty, and ſet ourſelves 
above. the higher Powers. | 

« But may nt you go as far with the Le- 
 &. g1/lature as poſſible, and read as much of the 
Act as you can with a ſafe Conſcience.” | 

This is not Obedience to the Law ; it en- 
joins the Whole, and not a Part to be read; 
conſequently ſuch a Practice would ſhow no 
greater Regard to the Lawygivers, than Silence 


itſelf, —- The Man who is filent, ſhows 
fairly and honeſtly, that ſeeing he can't obey, 
he accepts of the Alternative, and ſubmits to 
the Puniſhment. He who reads a Part, would 


be thought a good Subject, he flatters his 
Governours, while in the mean Time by ne- 
glecting 


Fae 

glecting to read another Part, he apprizes the 
People that they (2) have enacted ſomething | 
wrong and unequal (3) ---What can Silence 
do more? It muſt be allowed indeed, that he 
publiſhes his Approbation of. the whole Law; 
befides, according to a well eſtabliſhed 
Maxim, exceptio . regulam in non ex- 
ceptis. : 
When Men are fond of Con Ay 
Thing in their Conduct has that Turn.— 
Thus ſome of our Brethren apprehend, that 
tho' this Act is evidently directed to be read in 
Time of Divine Service, yet their reading it 
in the Morning, before publick Worthip be- 
gin, will doas well ; by ſo doing they. pretend 
ſo far, at leaſt, to obey Authority, while 
thereby the very End of Auany . is fru- 


ſtrate (0). | 
1 


—— 
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(a) His Governours. 3 

(4) This Obſervation is applicable even to the Man who. 
reads the whole, the Penalty on himſelf in caſe of Diſobedi- 
ence only excepted. © "Tis indeed a new Fancy, that this Pe- 
nalty is no Part of the Act, and that tho this Act. not one Parti , 
cular excepted, is appointed to be read, and read preciſely as 
the Law directs ; yet the Legiſlature never meant” Chat the 
Penalty ſhould be publiſhed. | 

(c) I put your Brethren in Mid, tha hs a of 
Banns is before all publick Worſkip begins. They re- 
plied : And what's the Conſequence ? few or none are in the 
Church; ſo that it is little better than no Proclamation at all, 


And this, ſaid they, is the ſtrongeſt Argument againſt read 
ing 
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A certain Act is ordered to be publiſhef 
in the Throng of a Market; tis addreſſed 
* to two Heralds, . both think it contains 
Things hard. and ſevere, both find Diffi- 
culty to officiate ; one honeſtly declines al- 
together,--- the other reſolves to go as far 
*.1n Obedience as he can; III publiſh it, ſays 
he, in the Evening when the Fair is broke 
* up, or in the Marning before its gathered: 

And I tell you, good People, e're the Time 
come, ſtay but a few Minutes longer from 
+ the Market than uſual, the Publication ſhall 
be over, and without Diſturbance, you 
may enjoy the Day for your proper Buſi- 
© neſs.” Whether is this, Sir, ſaid one, to 
follow the Legiſlatur re, or to ſtand ſtill? which 
of the two 2 Moſt certainly neither.--- 


E Both 


„ 


ing the Act at that Time, eſpecially if we further notice, that 
it: is the Practice of moſt Part of. the People: in Scotland, nat 
to come to Church, 'till publick. Worſhip is actualiy be- 
gun; and certainly they will never haſten, but rather delay 
their going to Church longer than ulual, becauſe - however 
they deteſt the. Murder of Captain Porteous, and are far 


from ſcreening the Guilty, yet they imagine, that the Miniſter - 
who publiſhes this Act, confidering its Penalties, gives up 


with ſome eſſential Presbyterian Principles, a Thing to 
which ſurely they will not chooſe to be Witneſſes : Therefore, 
from this whole circumſtantiate Cafe, he who reads it before 
any Part of Divine, Service is performed, is morally certain, 


that ſcarce any will be preſent, and ſo does not follow the 
Legiſlatute one Step; he no more obeys the Appointmem. 


than the Man who reads it only in his Cloſet, 


Go 
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Both are Tranſgreſſors, byt the latter aggra- 
vates his Diſobedience by a mock Proclama- 
mation; and what if we ſhall add, that he 
Join'd a Declaration at the ſame . Time, im- 
porting —— AHorreſco referens, but I for- 
bear.--- This put an End to the Conference. 
You fee, Sir, the Sum of their Difficulties 
amount to this, That Miniſters are by no 
Means proper Heralds of Civil Acts ;---That 
giving way to a Precedent of this Kind may 
have the worſe Conſequences, in regard the 
Appointment ſeems to reſpect them, not fo 
much as Individuals or particular Subjects, 
but as Churchmen, a Society ſome how con- 
tradiſtinguiſhed from the Common-wealth ;--- 
That tho' the proper Officers for publiſhing 
Laws, are not bound to examine their Con- 
tents, yet when the Injunction extends to 
others, whoſe Office it is not, they, and eſpeci- 
ally Miniſters ſhould enquire, ſo as to be ſatiſ- 
fied in their own Minds, that the Law is 
good and uſeful;---That nothing ſhort of 
this Conviction can juſtify going out of 
their own Sphere, and undertaking a new 
Office; — That the Argument is of greater 
Force in the preſent Caſe, when the Act is 
appointed to be read from the Pulpit on the 
Lo R D's Day, in Time of Divine Service; 
and therefore, while ſo weak as not to ap- 
prove of the Law, they could not in the cir- 
cumſtantiate Caſe warrantably publiſh it; 
| OE) which 
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which Sentiment ſtands confirmed by the u- 
niverfal Judgment of all England in 1688, 
both Laity and Clergy.-—- That ſuppoſing 
theſe Obſervations were of little or no Weight, 
and ſhould they be fatisfy'd, as Heralds, 
without any nice Enquiry, to publiſh this 
Act, ſtill Difficulty. remained, becauſe tho' 
the Herald is not bound to examine, yet if 
any how he apprehends, or is perſwaded 
( whether the Perſwaſion be juſt or not, does 
not alter the Caſe) that a Law is unequal, 
he ought rather to lay down his Office, than 
make it publick.--- That ſuppoſe Reading did 
not infer an Approbation in any Caſe, he 
ought to act ſuch a Part, ſeeing it is a certain 
Principle, That no Man ſhould go contrary to 
the Diftates of his own Mind (a), and that the 
Divine Law commands to abſtain from all 
Appearance of Evil, which a fortiori forbids 
one's being the Mouth, the Medium of com- 
municating the Knowledge of Wrong; and 
therefore, putting the Miniſter in the He- 
rald's Place, if the Mind is perplex d with 
Doubts, he could not yield a cheerful ſin- 
leſs Obedience, according to the Apoſtle's 
Rule, I bat ſoever is not of Faith is Sin. 
Their Argument ſubſumes, that tho' they 
are far from affirming, that the Legiſla- 


ture 


4 


(a) This certain Principle was by Miſtake omitted in ſtat- 
ing the Argument under the third Particular, p. 9. J. 19. 
the Reader is therefore to ſuppoſe it inſert in that Place, 


ture has enacted any Thing unjuſt or ſin- 
ful; yet ſuch in their Apprehenſion is the 
Frame and Contexture of this Law, that they 
are at preſent in- a State of Suſpence, and 
that the reſt of their Brethren, all Things 
conſidered, ſeem to be much in the ſame Si- 
tuation.----In ſhort, that no probable, no poſ- 
ſible Conſequences can oblige to ſpeak 2 
the Conſcience enjoins Silence :---And on the 
whole, the Forbearance and Gentleneſs of the 
Adminiſtration, and the Tenderneſs that has 
been ſhewn to ſcrupulous Minds, by the pre- 
ſent Royal Family, makes them chuſe rather 
to throw themſelves on their Mercy, than yield 
a partial, reluctant Obedience—— ___ 
Thus, Sir, I have laid their Difficulties be- 
fore you; if, by placing them in too ſtrong a 
Light, any Words have unwarily dropt, which 
may be ſuppoſed to inſinuate the remoteſt | 
Reflection on any of our Rulers, I heartily 
beg Forgiveneſs, and can honeſtly fay, no- 
thing was farther from my Intention. If} 
you are ſo happy as to. ſatisfy theſe Doubts, 
it will be no ſmall Service done his Ma- 
jeſty's Intereſt and Government, and to 
this Church in particular, by preſerving ſome 
of her moſt worthy and valuable Members : 
Therefore need ſcarce ſay, that it will fin- 
eularly oblige, tho' not perſonally concerned-W 
in the preſent Queſtion, 
Reverend Sir, 


Yours, &c. V. Z. 


